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The Fourth McDougall Award 


The staff members of the Parapsychol- 
ogy Laboratory of Duke University have 
voted to present the fourth William Mc- 
Dougall Award for Distinguished Work 
in Parapsychology to Dr. S. G. Soal and 
Mr. H. T. Bowden for their book, The 
Mind Readers, published first in England 
in 1959 (Faber and Faber, London) and 
brought out in this country in January 
(by Doubleday and Company, New 
York). The research grant of $1000 
which accompanies the award has been 
placed at ithe disposal of the senior in- 
vestigator, Dr. Soal, for use in continued 
work, either jointly with Mr. Bowden 
or otherwise as circumstances dictate. 

The award, established in 1957, was 
named in honor of the late Professor Wil- 
liam McDougall, F.R.S., Chairman of 
the Department of Psychology at Duke 
and sponsor of the Parapsychology Lab- 
oratory. Action is taken annually to de- 
termine the most outstanding research 
contribution published during the preced- 
ing year by workers not on the Labora- 
tory staff, and is intended, along with the 
research grant, as recognition by the 
Duke group of the common bond of inter- 
est shared throughout the field. The ba- 
sis of the award is international in its 
extent. The first award (1956) went to 
Superintendent J. G. van Busschbach of 
Amsterdam; the second (for 1957) went 
jointly to Mr. G. W. Fisk and Dr. D. J. 
West of Great Britain; and the third (for 
1958) went to Engineer Haakon Forwald 
of Ludvika, Sweden. The first and fourth 
were given for researches in extrasensory 
perception, the second and third for ex- 
periments in psychokinesis. 

Dr. Soal is already known to most stu- 
dents of parapsychology and, since the 
Bulletin (No. 36, November, 1954) has 
already presented a biographical sketch 
of him, with photograph, a few brief re- 


marks will suffice to serve the present oc- 
casion. It will be recalled that he is a 
professional mathematician and, at the 
time of his retirement in 1954, was Senior 
Lecturer in Pure Mathematics at Queen 
Mary College, University of London. 
Outstanding among the distinctions that 
have marked his career was the conferring 
upon him of the Doctor of Science degree 
by the University of London for his 
investigation of ESP, and his election to 
the presidency of the Society for Psychi- 
cal Research in 1949. He was awarded 
a Fulbright Research Grant to visit Duke 
University in 1951, and, with Mr. F. 
Bateman, published in 1954 one of the im- 
portant books in parapsychology, Modern 
Experiments in Telepathy. 

Mr. Bowden, who was formerly head- 
master and owner of a School for boys, 
has in recent years taken an active in- 
terest in parapsychology. He is a mem- 
ber of the Council of the Society for Psy- 
chical Research and, prior to the joint 
work published in The Mind Readers, col- 
laborated with Dr. Soal in his search at 
Birkbeck College for students with ESP 
ability. 

In making the award to the authors of 
The Mind Readers, the Laboratory staff 
specified that it was neither the book as 
a presentation, nor the research as a con- 
tribution to the evidence for extrasensory 
perception that was the basis of their 
decision. Whatever the merits of these 
aspects, the staff considered the contribu- 
tion of this work to lie rather in its bear- 
ing as an exploratory research on the 
problem of increasing the experimental 
control over the reproducibility of the 
phenomena, a problem considered espe- 
cially difficult and urgent at this stage. 

The work reported in The Mind 
Readers consists mainly of GESP tests 
(in which both telepathy and clairvoyance 


¥ 

t ie 
| 

| 
4 

} 

J 


are possible) with two adolescent Welsh 
boys, named Jones, acting as sender and 
receiver and using, for the most part, 
shuffled packs of cards as the target ma- 
terial. It is well known that GESP is the 
most difficult of all psi tests to control 
adequately against trickery, especially 
when a particular pair of subjects has 
to be used, as in this case. It is true, 
Soal had some success in getting signifi- 
cant results with clairvoyance tests, but 
this did not last. 

The experimenters called in expert 
assistants and applied many precautionary 
variations of the experimental test situa- 
tion to exclude the possibility of cheating, 
to which the boys were discovered to be 
disposed. What has resulted is a report 
which is, and will probably continue to 
be, somewhat controversial. It should 
not, in any case, be claimed as a con- 
clusive type of research. 

But to most students of parapsychology, 
aware of the background of evidence 
gained from more readily controlled ex- 
perimental methods, the most important 
question now is that of discovering 
enough about the nature of psi to be able 
to say under what conditions it may be 
demonstrated. This is the problem of psi 
control, which belongs to an advanced 
stage in the progress of the research field. 
The outstanding contribution of The 
Mind Readers, in the judgment of the 
Duke Laboratory Staff, was the evidence 
of a relatively large degree of control 
over the test performance of the boys. 
This effect was exerted by money rewards 
and the inflated social prestige and self- 
regard they created. The boys were given 
extraordinary attention, and their whims 
and desires were played upon to a degree 
that has probably not been equaled in 
the handling of subjects in psi tests. This 
demonstration, even on an exploratory 
level of methodology, could well lead to 
a new approach in the search for ways 
of improving scoring rates. Soal and 
Bowden seem to have shown that work- 
ing up the motivation of the subject is a 


way to raise the level of test performance. 


Parapsychologists may now look for 
chronological inclines, and not only for 
declines. 


The Amsterdam Foundation 
for Parapsychological Research 


The Netherlands is a country in which | 
parapsychology has (comparatively) long 
been a well rooted branch of inquiry. 
It will be recalled that in the early 20’s 
experiments in what we now call ESP 
were conducted in the laboratory of Pro- 
fessor Heymans at the University of 
Groningen. In 1928 Professor W. H. C. 
Tenhaeff and Dr. P. A. Dietz founded 
the Tijdschrift voor Parapsychologie and 
in 1933 Tenhaeff received the Ph.D. de- 
gree at the University of Utrecht for a 
thesis of parapsychological character. 
The most active organization in this, as 
in many other countries, has been the 
Society for Psychical Research. 

Last year another type of research so- 
ciety was formed, known as the Amster- 
dam Foundation for Parapsychological 
Research. While not an organization of 
professed parapsychologists such as the 
Parapsychological Association, the new 
group might be considered as heading 
in that direction since it is composed 
largely of professional men, half of them 
of professorial rank in the two Amster- 
dam universities and covering a range 
of scientific and other scholarly divi- 
sions of learning. 

While the Foundation is aimed at fos- 
tering scientific research in parapsy- 
chology throughout Holland as far as 
possible, its primary aim is to initiate re- 
search and the critical interpretation of 
results within the group itself. Amongst 
the membership is the experienced para- 
psychologist, J. G. van Busschbach. The 
honorary secretary is J. Kappers. The 
Board of Directors has decided to make 
the problem of controlling the manifesta- 
tion of parapsychical phenomena its first 
object .of investigation. 
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Psi Research in Eastern Europe 


“Science knows no national bounda- 
ries.” This conception of an interna- 
tional science, while not fully attainable 
even a century and a half after Thomas 
Young, is still a cherished ideal toward 
which humanity hopefully moves. It is 
good, therefore, to see parapsychology an 
active science in countries of varying 
ideologies and cultures. 

Poland has an active scientific worker 
in the outstanding radio engineer, Prof. 
Stefan Manczarski of the Warsaw Tech- 
nical University. Under his direction the 
doctorate was' granted to Krzysztof Jach 
for his experiments on the effect of cer- 
tain electrical conditions between sender 
and receiver in telepathy tests. 

In Czechoslovakia, a biochemist, Dr. 
Milan Ryzl, has, after many years of ex- 
perimental study, developed a hypnotic 
method of cultivating an increased rate 
of clairvoyant and precognitive test per- 
formance in certain selected subjects. In 
his unpublished reports Dr. Ryzl de- 
scribes his procedure and reports the de- 
velopment of one subject’s scoring level 
to a point above eighty percent success 
(with twenty percent chance expectation ) 
although the overworking of his subject, 
he reports, has produced a collapse of 
this control. 

One of Ryzl’s fellow-countrymen, Dr. 
Stépan Figar, reported similarities in 
records of blood pressure changes be- 
tween two persons (in the same room, 
separated by a curtain) which suggested 
telepathic effects. (See J. of S.P.R., Dec., 
1959.) While the conditions make inter- 
pretation doubtful, there is value in the 
suggested method. 

In Jugoslavia, Prof. Leopold Oblak of 
Medvode, Slovenia, has been conducting 
parapsychological experiments, the details 
of which are as yet unreported. 


Recent Events 


It is perhaps the event of the year in 
terms of official recognition of parapsy- 


chology that the Dutch Minister of Edu- 
cation has authorized a six-month leave 
of absence for J. G. van Busschbach, In- 
spector of Schools for the city of Amster- 
dam, to enable him to continue his para- 
psychological research at the Duke Lab- 
oratory. Mr. van Busschbach’s Ameri- 
can visit began on the first of February 
and will continue through July. 

In the same vein of significance might 
be mentioned the offer of a research fel- 
lowship to Mr. H. H. J. Keil of Hobart, 
Tasmania, by the University College in 
Canberra, Australia, with authorization to 
continue his investigations of psychokine- 
sis begun while a student in biophysics 
at the University of Tasmania under Pro- 
fessor McAulay. 

Courses in parapsychology are coming 
into more college schedules. Professor 
Harmon Bro of Northland College, Ash- 
land, Wisconsin, is offering a course on 
History and Methods of Experimental 
Parapsychology this semester. He pre- 
viously gave instruction in the subject, 
less formally, at Syracuse University. 
Dr. J}. Ricardo Musso of Buenos Aires, 
one of the leaders in Argentine parapsy- 
chology and author of a book on the 
subject under the title: En Los Limites 
de la Psicologia in 1954, has been invited 
to give a course in parapsychology at the 
Universidad dei Litoral at Rosario as 
part of the psychology program for the 
Ph.D. This adds another professorship 
in the subject. Professor Musso formerly 
gave instruction in parapsychology at the 
Universidad del Sur. 

In announcing the preparation of a 
series of articles on parapsychology in 
the U.S.A., the American correspondent 
of Oslo’s Aftenposten, Mr. T. Findahl, 
indicated that the occasion for the articles 
was the information that a chair in para- 
psychology is being planned at the Uni- 
versity of Oslo. 

Mr. W. G. Roll, formerly a Research 
Associate of the Parapsychology Labora- 
tory of Duke University, has become 
principal investigator of a newly estab- 
lished. Research Project on Incorporeal 
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Personal Agency. Although Mr. Roll’s 
research is affiliated with the Duke Lab- 
oratory and is a direct outgrowth of the 
Laboratory’s activities and interest in 
the survival problem which culminated 
in the I.P.A. symposium last year, the 
present project is set up to operate in- 
dependently of the Laboratory’s plans for 
research in this area. 

Miss Rhea White, formerly a Ralph 
Drake Perry Fellow in parapsychology at 
the Duke Laboratory and a member of the 
Council of the Parapsychological Associ- 
ation, has been made Editorial and Re- 
search Associate of the American Society 
for Psychical Research. 

Parapsychology was one of the topics 
scheduled in a “World of Science” series 
broadcast by WKCR—FM, an education- 
al, non-commercial station connected with 
Columbia University. The “World of 
Science” series is a half-hour program 
currently broadcast Friday evening at 
9 :30. 


Publications 


In Pastoral Psychology (Pastoral Psy- 
chology Press, Great Neck, N. Y.) for 


last November, Dr. Lawrence S. Helfer, 
a New York psychiatrist, reviewed the 
findings of parapsychology with rela- 
tion to religion under the title: “Beyond 
the Limits of Sense Perception.” The 
editor announced a series of articles on 
this relationship being prepared for later 
issues, 

Under the title: The Enigma of Sur- 
vival and with a subtitle, “A Case For 
and Against an After-life,” Dr. Hornell 
Hart has published a book (Charles C. 
Thomas, Springfield, Illinois) summing 
up the pros and cons on the question of 
post-mortem personal survival. He has 
reviewed the evidence from mediumship 
and from apparitions, presenting the in- 
terpretative comments somewhat in the 
form of a debate and pitting the favor- 
able commentators against those less read- 
ily convinced. 

Another book that relates problems. of 


religion to the scientific findings of para- 
psychology is that entitled: Jn His Image 
and subtitled, “A Philosophy of Creation” 
by Richard Woods Edmonds (Skeffington 
and Son, London). 

The Haunted Mind by Nandor Fodor 
(Helix Press, New York) indicates by its 
subtitle, “A Psychoanalysist Looks at the 
Supernatural,” that it does not deal with 
parapsychology as a branch of natural 
science, though it frequently mentions it. 

Professor H. D. Lewis’ recent book: 
Our Experience of God (Allen and Un- 
win, London; and Macmillan, New York) 
deals with parapsychical phenomena un- 
der the heading of the preternatural, 
conceding importance to these phencmena 
for religious truth. He is professor of 
the history and the philosophy of religion 
at the University of London. 

A book entitled, in translation: The 
Mysterious World of Dreams by Andre 
Sonnet (Erich Hoffmann, Heidenheim, 
Germany) has been so successful abroad 
as to have won an American publisher 
(Chilton Company, Philadelphia). Five 
of its seventeen chapters fall within, the 
scope of the relationship of the dream in 
psi experience, and still others are con- 
cerned with related areas. 

A paperback reprint of Ghosts and 
Poltergeists by the late Rev. Herbert 
Thurston (S.J.) has been produced by 
Henry Regnery Co., Chicago. With this 
as well as the recent reprinting of the 
Sitwell volume on poltergeists and other 
publications on the subject, it begins to 
look as though future poltergeists may be 
assured ample attention. 

The generous six-page preface contrib- 
uted by Sir Cyril Burt, distinguished 
British psychologist, especially for the 
American edition of The Mind Readers 
by Dr. S. G. Soal and Mr. H. T. Bowden 
(Doubleday, New York) is noteworthy. 
One of those who voted to give the fourth 
McDougall Award for this book, Dr. 
J. G. Pratt, is reviewing the volume for 
the March issue of the Journal of Para- 
psychology. 
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